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Where exactly 
are we heading?

SHUTTERSTOCK



The Yellow Kid
Hogan’s Alley newspaper comic strip character 

created by Richard F. Outcault in 1895

Wikimedia Commons



Yellow Journalism
1890s - Sensational print stories  

grab attention

Wikimedia Commons



Joseph Pulitzer’s 
The New York World 

1898

William R. Hearst’s 
The New York Journal 

1898

Sensational Newspaper Headlines and the  
Spanish-American War

Wikimedia Commons Wikimedia Commons



October 30,  
1938 

Terrifying Radio “War of the Worlds” UFO Drama

Wikimedia Commons



Wikimedia Commons

Library of Congress



Mr. Rogers 
A U.S. Navy Seal? 

A Sniper? 

Misinformation about a Popular Television Personality

Wikimedia Commons
2008 J. Aaron Farr

Wikimedia Commons
Late 1960s

1968-2001



“Pizzagate”
Comet Pizza in Washington D.C. 

Misinformation through Social Media

2016
Wikimedia Commons,“Farragutful”



Dog tired!

More Lies

Deceptions

LiesHoaxes

False facts

Misinformation

The Whole Thing Can Make You Feel Tired…

Source: San Francisco Academy of Comic Art Collection, The Ohio State University Cartoon Research Library. 



Spelling it out.



Collins’ English 
Dictionary 

Definition - 2017 

Noun 
“ false, often 
sensational, 
information 

disseminated under 
the guise of news 

reporting.”

Definition: “Fake News”



University of Michigan 
Library

“At its core, we are defining ‘fake 
news’ as those news stories that are 
false: the story itself is fabricated, 
with no verifiable facts, sources or 
quotes.” 

        

http://arts.umich.edu/orgs-projects/university-of-michigan-library/



Matt Sebastian  
Central News Editor 

Daily Camera (Boulder) & Longmont Times-Call

“It's not easy to define because 
people misuse the term. As a 
journalist, I think ‘fake news’ is pretty 
simple: Fictitious news coverage 
designed to intentionally mislead 
and misinform. It's propaganda.”  



Eric Larsen 
News Director- The Coloradoan

“Personally, I don't believe the term "fake news" is 
useful. Information presented is either news -- 
delivered in fair, accurate, balanced and 
objective fashion -- or it is something else. 
That could be something that introduces bias, 
opinion, propaganda, marketing or a flat-out 
falsehood or a series of falsehoods.”



According to the 
Pew Research 

Center 
“In 2017, two-thirds 
of U.S. adults get 
news from social 

media.” 
Source: http://www.journalism.org/2017/09/07/news-use-

across-social-media-platforms-2017/
pi_17-08-23_socialmediaupdate_0-01/



If it looks like a… 

 

Shutterstock



Four Red Flags
• 1. Gossipy Entertainment 

• 2. Humor, Satire, Parody 

• 3. Covert Online Advertising 

• 4. Misinformation and Media Manipulation



“Fake News” as… 
1. Gossipy Entertainment



Tabloid “News”



“Fake News” as… 
2. Humor,Satire,Parody



News Satire

“The Onion” 
Tagline: “America’s Finest News Source”

Source: theonion.com/3/23/18



“Fake News” as… 
3. Covert Advertising



Online Clickbait 
Marketing goods and services 
through online slideshow ads

Shutterstock



“Fake news” websites can make money 
when people visit the sites and  

click on them. It’s a “clicks for cash” 
formula.  

Monetary Incentives



Social Media Influencers
Marketing goods and services through 

social media “stars”

Shutterstock



Television Ads as  
Video News Releases
Marketing goods and services 

through “fake” TV news packages

Shutterstock



“Fake News” as… 
4. Misinformation and 
Media Manipulation



News Propaganda
Print - Broadcast - Online

Shutterstock



Fake News Bots

Huh? 
What’s That?

Shutterstock



“Pizzagate” Conspiracy Theory 
What happened?



Helpful Ideas



“How to Spot Fake News”
Source: FlackCheck - factcheck.org 2018 

FactCheck.org is “A Project of The Annenberg Public Policy Center”
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AkwWcHekMdo 

http://factcheck.org


Use Fact Checking Websites 

FactCheck.org PolitiFact.com

Snopes.com WashingtonPost.com

http://washingtonpost.com


Angie Holan  
Editor -PolitiFact

       PolitiFact Mission Statement  

“To give citizens the information they 
need to govern themselves in a 
democracy.”  





How to find and flag 
bogus fake news websites

• FactCheck.Org - “Websites that Post Fake and 
Satirical Stories” by Sydney Schaedel, 2017 

• PolitiFact.com - “PolitiFact’s guide to fake news 
websites and what they peddle” by Joshua 
Gillin, 2017 

• CBSNEWS.com - “Don’t get fooled by these fake 
news sites.”



From the IFLA



*Funky URLs
• BostonTribune.com 

• KMT11.com 

• ABCNews.com.co 

• 24wpn.com

*Source: PolitiFact (Joshua Gillin)
http://www.politifact.com/punditfact/article/2017/apr/20/politifacts-guide-fake-news-websites-and-what-they/

http://bostontribune.com
http://kmt11.com
http://abcnews.com.co
http://24wpn.com


Photo-altered Images
Wikimedia Commons



Voice Manipulation
Shutterstock



Get to know Social Media
Shutterstock



Half-read news

??
? ?

??
?



Society of Professional Journalists  
Code of Ethics

• Seek Truth and Report It 

• Minimize Harm 

• Act Independently  

• Be Accountable



Rachel Stott 
Teaching & Learning Librarian

Auraria Library Denver

“Sometimes (as librarians) we get asked to talk 
about what is quality journalism - what does that 
look like? For me, personally, it’s being able to 
hold people and agencies and organizations 
accountable for the good of the community.”  


